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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Imunization

1.
Vo immunizations whioh | H
i owledge were to prevent typhoid fever.| \

at no time did]
miunizations being given to any POWs in the USSR before 1945.

2. The ulmmizltionsl:lmre given under the supervision of a
Soviet woman doctor by a German POW doctor in the camp. Although

25X1 there were about 4500 prisoners at Maksay st the time, there was
only one hypodermic needie available for the immunization of all the
25X1 prisoners. of the prisoners received this preventive
treataent camp officials were concerned by the high
death rate ing down the prisoner labor force. It was at
25X1 that ¢ he Soviet camp officials express considerable
concern over typ ever and shortly thersafter, the immunizat

The two irmunizations re given

25X1 -
25X1 T three years ’
and to the
POUs received more than two
>5X1 3. There were some prisoners in the Maksay ceap suffering from malaria
Who_received shots in connection with the treatment of malaria.
3 Bovever, oniy those prisoners vho had malaris received malaris shots
, mmmnvunotw-n.u.mwmuumormrw..
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' "Prevalent Disecases

The ‘most prevalent diseases, in-all of the POW céuer
were, in order of incidence: .dysentery,. typhus » typhoid, and a'discase known
as "kopfrose” vhich ves similar to an eczema of the head and vhich wvas
accompanied with high fever. - There was also considerable malaria, However,
the worst of all diseases was plsin starvation which I believe caused more
deaths ‘than any of the other diseases.

Treatment of Patients
ZISANDent o1 ravlents

At the Marshansk camp, -which had a capecity of 20 thousand to 25 thousand

POWs, -there was one male Soviet ‘doctor in charge whose responsibility appeared
to be to decide which of the POWs were able to ‘work and vhich were not. The
treatment of patlents at Marshansk was left to the feldshers. In eddition

to Soviet feldshers at this camp, there were also Hungarian and Czechoslovakian
feldshers but there were no German feldshers. Treatment of ‘the prisoners. was
very limi in some cages non-existent because of the lack of medical
supplies. no German POW doctors at Marshangk although there were

several Hungarian POW doctors.’ C

At Maksay vhere the capacity of the camp was five thousand POWs, to the best
of my knowledge there was regularly only one male Soviet doctor in charge,
although at different times other male and female doctors appeared in the
camp. There were also about 20 POW doctors » including German, Rumanian and

d several POW feldshers. There though
en

T. At one time in late 1946 there vere over two thousand sick prisoners at
MNaksay and even though it was impossible for the one Soviet doctor to see
all the patients to determine if they could work, none of the POW doctors
were allowed to decide vhether a prisoner was able to work or not.

There was one Soviet feldsher at Maksay who was in complete charge of all
medication to sick prisoners. The 20 POW doctors were each given a certain
area of the camp to take care of as well as certain sick barracks. Patients
with contegious diseases were placed in special barracks. These doctors had
nothing to do except visit the patients and talk with them because they had
no access to any of the camp medicines and they were not allowed to make
diagnoses or to decide which of the prisoners were unable to work.

The usual method of treatment and medication vas most inefficient. The

20 German, Rumanian and Hungarian POW doctors eack night reported to the
Soviet feldsher how many sick prisoners he had in his particular camp area
and as far as possible, suzmarize the diagnosis in esch case. At the same
time, the feldsher also received a report from the sick or hospital

barrscks and he then compared the two lists and decided how to dispense
medications he had ave

only medication dispensed vy

e T was aspirin in those cases where he personally thought it
necessary. Actually, only a small number of the persons on the two sick
lists received aspirin from the Teldsher, vho always administered it
personally.

There vare exceptions to thia 9::a) procedurs of the dlspensing
medication. these exc

’ gt o
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- TSy pECWMOUIE.  HoWever,
1t vas at this time that a commission of medical doctors from Moscow - ingpected
the medical facilities at the camp; and Just prior to the arrival. of the
: Moscov' commission, the head ueh the hospitel barracks and :
25X1 happened Thia damtor then said to'one ‘
25X1 of - the Hungarian POW doctor mehe next day a ' 25X1
woman doctor During the next 25X11
i t : LA L
25X 1 £
25X1 TEYTT VAGID WELS y§u¢c¢+;1n. i
11 | hospital ‘and had been at Maksay for some time, ; 251
‘ that ihe.commission of medical doctors from Moscow made reriodic vistts vhich
25X1 vere known'gbout eight days before thelr arrival at the camp because the B "‘

8Soviet doctor in charge always called all of the POW doctors and feldshers

end told to answer "We have. enough to eat" if they were asked. During the
time .the commisaion was in the camp, patients received feir treatment; but
after they.had departed, it was the same story all gver again.  The head of
the medical commission was'a general of the army and visited
all of the sick barracks as well ag ‘the kitchen. in the
Ritchsi on one of these inspections and watched 18018 general put a spoon in
one of the soup’ caldrons, .8tir it around and sample the food. His remarks
vere "Good food, good £0od" and he ate a liberal portion. That night, the 25X1
general had a review of all the POWs and he asked one man vhy he was g0 thin
and locked so starved., The Prisoner said the BOUp was thin and the general
said "I saw 1t today; what thick 8soup you have."

Dimlu

12. As I have stated sbove, the Soviet doctor in charge made all diegnoses
that were made and none of the POW doctors were ever allowed to make !
dlagnoses. Maksay wvas s POW lstor camp and €vVery primoner who gcsulaz
. roesidly &5 auy work was needed. The Boviet camp officials were afraid
! that the POW doctors » particularly the Germans » would feel sympathetic
for German prisoners and leave at the camp some sick prisoners who might
still be able to do some work,

13. Diagnoses were very inaccurate and were made vithout any real examination,
The routine procedure called for the gick rrisoners to euter the doctor's
office vhere the Patient was given o very brief opportunity to describe his
rains. The doctor them arbitrarily zade his diagnosis. 1In some cases, a
patient's temperature was then taken and if it was 1049 or above, he was
sent to the hospital or sick barrecks; but if it was below that, he was
usually sent back to his barracks and he had to go out and work the next
day. As I have mentioned above, except for unusual pericds of time, the
only medication was aspirin,

14, There was only ons regular examination period each day and that was betveen
8ix and seven o'clock in the evening. However, the caxp doctor did have )
afternoon office hours for the sick patients in the camp. The evening office
hour was for prisoners after they returned from work; but 1f any prisoner .
became 1udtu'u¢thnuht, hoattumtocoouttovorkthnmxtdqy
because there were no examinations in the zorning and he had no chance at
the afterncon office hours,

Attitude o Medical hl'_lM Joward the Patients

15. The attitude of Soviet doctors ani feldshers toward German patients depended - o
entirely on the person. @ Soviet doctor from Georgie at Maksay

————
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who'was terrible. He did not seem to care one bit & rman patients
and sppeared happy if they died. On:.the other md,miet doctors
and particularly feldshers who expressed sympathy to e patients and
helped them as much a“s\‘possi’ble with the limited supplies and facilities
available. At ore time at.Maksay, thers was .a woman 8oviet doctor who
actually was of German nationality from the Volga and she was especislly
sympathetic. She talked German’ to the prisoners; but a8 8 result of trying
to help them too much and’ showing too mich sympathy, she herself' was trans.
ferred from this camp.

Every once in a while , the camp commander would make the announcement that
there would not be any sick prisoners tomorrow and that everyone in the camp
would go out to work. So the next day there was no one sick, everybody went
out to work and that night, the ‘prisoner population of the camp decreased by
the death of a number of prisoners during the day who were actually too sick
to have left their barracks. another occasion when the camp
commander decided that there [ be 15 prisoners sick on & certain day
and he announced that all the.other prisoners were all right and would go to
work., It was all completely unreasonable.

Description of Hospital Faciiities

At Marshansk, there was & main hospltal in one of the permanent buildings but
1t was used almost exclusively for sick Soviet.Army. personnel, The prisoner
hospital were barracks and in addition, there was a very primitive infirmary
which would not be recognized as such in the Us.

At Maksay, a number of barracks served as the hospital. There was also an
infirmary which served as the doctor's office. Each barracks held up to 100
sick patients. Both the sick barracks and the regular prisoner barracks at
this camp were actually large holes in the ground over which a roof had been
placed and sand Placed on the roofs., There were very few above-ground
bulldings, except for the Dermanent stone buildings, because of the very
ccld weather and snow cover. The hospital barrocks were not heated und
there were no beds in them, the patients being stretched out in rows on
wcoden planks over the dirt floor. There were no mattresses but every two
prisoners shared one blanket. Priscners had very little clothing.

The floor level of the barracks was about two meters below the level of the

ground and 1t was reached by steps at one end of the hole. A&ll of the barracks

originally hLad wooden planks for floor covering but because previous prisoners

hed taken up the planks during cold spells and burned them for heat, asome

of the barracks only had sand or dirt floors. Plank floors that had been

burned were never officials. Each barracks had
each about one foot above the

The German POW doctors in charge of the sick or hospital barracks tried to
keep them as clean as possible which was difficult under the circumstance
floors. The camp doctor did not care about cleanliness
and none of the prisoners were washed after the initial admittance except
on special occasions. Vashing facilities for the Prisozers wvere not made
available to the German POW doctors. .

8ick prisoners wers fed three tines & day, receiving 500 grams of soup and
two pleces of white bresd for breakfast and a small bovl of rice or & vheat
and darley mixture with two Pleces of bread at the noon and evening meals.
The sowp for sick Prisoners was supposed to be better than wvhat the so-called
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well prisoners received. The meals were sometimes served by Germsn and
‘Hungarian feldshers if .they were available .or by other prisoners. This was
& coveted prison task because it afforded the opportunity to obtain extra
food in the case of those patients who bad Just dled but for vhom a ration
bad been provided. ‘When the Soviet doctor .from Georgla was.the chief medical
officer of the camp, no German feldshers were: allowed to serve the patients.

Efforts To Keep Camp Clean

The POWs in-the Maks/ay‘canw dia ihat_: they could to keep it clean and free
from lice but efforts in this direstion WeIe not very succeseful. Prior to
the use of Maksay for German POWs > 1t had been used: for Soviet political
Prisoners who'left it in s miserable and very. dirty condition upon being
transferred from it. It was never possible to completely rid any of the
barracks of lice. Because of the dirt walls and floors, it was almost
impossible to keep the barracks clean. The only permanent stone buildings
at Maksay were the infirmary, the administration building, barracks for
Boviet persomnel and the kitchen.

23, alvays a shortage of food at all of the POW camps
l_ﬂm—m| That was one’of the ‘worst, parts of being & prisoner of wvar.
Attemvte o Proselsble i; '

2h. 1In the four PON caumps| including Marshansk, Maksa:

and two other camps in the Orsk &rea, no attempts were ever made
into the Communist Party. These four camps were known as labor camps and
e entire effort was directed toward squeezing out as much work from the

Prisoners as possible. Although the prisoners Vere exposed on & regular
basis to Communist propagenda, no real effort was made to intensively
influence the prisoners to become Communists because there was no time for
this.

treatment was

‘nrinoners that in the rest camns, the
diXParent and serious attempts were made +o rroselafi orisoners into she
C Tnere was one rest camp in Mednogorsk” where the prisoners
indoctrinated but it did not make much sense because when a
reached a rest camp, it was too late for indoctrination.
Nost cf the rest caxmp prisoners died anyway, .

There vas an anti-Fascist officer in the Maksay camp vho seemed to be in

charge of disseminating propagands. He organized what vas known as
Corner" in each barracks and the POWs that were drafted for

"Red Corner" detail Pput up slogans, pictures and other PYo

that the director of the "Red Corner" in one of the b

assigned was a German Junior officer who definitely 4id not want this job

but was forced to do it. He was also forced to talk the Communist line in

lectures to the other POWs. However, there were other PUWs in the "Red

Corner" who voluntarily Jjoined the anti-Fascist office because the food

rations were doudbled for these pecple.

‘tho Boviet camp personnel actually wvanted to maxe
rs Of the Communist Party out of any of the prisoners. Thay wanted
to spresd as thoroughly as possible Communist propaganda but mesbership in
the party vas something else. What wvas actually wanted in the labor camps

Va8 work, work, work. )
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